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A New Year ð  

    A New Beginning 
 

    Advent marks the beginning of a new 

Church year. As we look forward to-

gether, we have reasons to be optimistic. 

Many wonderful things are happening in 

the Salem Church family now. Thereôs a 

lot of energy and enthusiasm for the fu-

ture. 

     Of course, I recognize that weôre in 

scary economic times, as well. However, 

I believe the scriptures offer us a lot of 

reassurance. Hebrews 13 tells us, ñJesus 

Christ is the same yesterday and today 

and forever.ò I believe that just as God 

has blessed us in the past and present, he 

will continue to bless us in the future as 

well. 

    The story of the birth of Jesus as told 

in Luke is the part of the Christmas story 

with which weôre all familiar. I canôt 

help but to read this with the voice of 

Linus from, Merry Christmas, Charlie 

Brown. I remember in the show that 

Charlie Brown was trying to gain control 

of his friends as they were ñpracticingò 

the Christmas play. They were just going 

crazy with all the hype of Christmas that 

they didnôt stop to actually consider the 

story of Christmas. Charlie Brown pled 

with his cast if anyone knew what 

Christmas was all about; and out came 

Linus. As he walked out on the stage, the 

whole place stops to hear the very famil-

iar story for the first time. 

    As the words start, ñIt came to pass 

éò my world stops as well. The earth 

freezes on its axis and everything in the 

universe sits up and takes notice. This 

part of scripture is the stark reality of 

what happened that day. No music, no 

fanfare; quietly and nobly, Mary and 

Joseph went to Bethlehem because they 

had to. Thereôs a solemn quality in the 

scene; a gentle quality that demands at-

tention. The world stops to hear how 

God came down; how God became with 

us; Emmanuel - God with us! Thereôs so 

much power in the beginning words. 

 

The power of the scripture is still 

present. On Christmas morning, all the 

presents are opened, wrapping paper is 

all over the floor, and pictures are taken. 

Before the chaos gives way to the dis-

cussion of which relative will be the first 

to visit, the festivities pause for just a 

moment. Outside the weather and all of 

nature are experiencing the quiet of 

Christmas. A very familiar presence felt 

for the first time every year. The world 

stops for the story to begin again. 

 

Be at peace, 

The best is yet to be. 

Pastor Bill 

Advent Activities 
November 29 . . .Christmas Decorating Party & Soup Supper.   

                            Come help decorate our church for the Advent Season. 

November 30 . . .Anita & Ryan Hanson, Piano & Saxophone Duet 

December 7 . . . . Members of the SVHS Choir will perform:  Sherry Link, Heather         

       Morman, Tiffani Rigsby, Rayven Randolph, Kelsie Uselman,  

                             Brittney Gilman & Lindsey Skaza. 

December 14 . . . Members of the Van Duyn Choir will perform. 

December 21 . . . Christmas Program during 10:30 Worship                   

December 24 . . . Candlelight Christmas Eve Service, 11:00 p.m.     



 
     Dorothy Myers, 

Maggie Link, Anita 

Hanson & Lorie 

Davis attended their 

Walk to Emmaus in 

October.  Mary Ellen 

Jackson & Erika 

Mrdja served on 

Team for this walk.   

     All who attended 

were greatly blessed 

and wanted to share 

their experienceé. 

     First from Anita 

Hanson-My time at the Emmaus 

Walk far exceeded my expecta-

tions.  I not only heard how much 

God loves me, but also experi-

enced this love from all who came.  

In everyday routine, I know Jesus 

cares and is present with me.  I 

hope everyone will go on this spe-

cial weekend, and I strongly en-

courage everyone to attend. 
      Next from Maggie Link- 

The Walk to Emmaus was such a 

wonderful life changing experi-

ence.  I can say that to put the 

whole 72 hour walk into words is 

almost impossible.  I went into the 

experience being very, very nerv-

ous and feeling that I would not fit 

into the group or have anything 

important to bring to others.  Oh I 

was so wrong.  Our Loving Heav-

enly Father, put all each one of us 

with a group of other ladies for a 

reason.  My Table of Rachel ladies 

have become so very, very special 

to me.  Each lady I shared a room 

with and all of our activities are 

like sisters to me.  I also bonded 

very closely with my Salem La-

dies: Dorothy Myers, Anita Han-

son and Lorie Davis.  Each of 

us will  always have a special bond 

of having such a great experience 

and becoming stronger more de-

termined Christians. I would also 

like to give a special thank you to 

Mary Ellen Jackson and Erika 

Mrjda for giving of their time to 

work the walk and be there to 

share our amazing weekend.  My 

weekend on the Walk to Emmaus 

could not have been possible with-

out my mom, Arlene Mayes.  She 

was my sponsor, my rock and did 

so much behind the scenes to 

make my Agape so wonderful.  I 

also thank my church family for  

for all your prayers, love and sup-

port.  I am just so blessed to have 

such an awesome church family.   

     Dorothy Myersô Emmaus ex-

perience-The Walk to Emmaus, 

how can I describe the experience; 

life-changing, awesome, fun, in-

trospective; all of those and more.  

It took me a lifetime to get to the 

walk and it will take a lifetime for 

me to describe it and its effects on 

my new life with Christ.  I left the 

Walk very different, with a new 

and clear perspec-

tive.  I find myself 

more ready to accept 

things I cannot 

change.  I choose 

willingly to accept 

the gifts given to me 

daily by those 

around me and take 

strength in knowing 

that I have a Church 

family.  I want to 

read and learn more 

and I now trust the 

power of prayer. 

The promise of Christ's gift of 

eternal life inspires me and is a 

constant reminder that I need to 

appreciate the everyday joys pre-

sent in my life.  My Walk to Em-

maus continues.  Thank you, my 

Church Family and especially 

Ruth McKeag, my loving sponsor. 
     Last, but certainly not least we 

hear from Lorie Davisô about her 

Emmaus weekend-  My Walk to 

Emmaus was such a life changing 

experience!  I felt so alone in my 

life. This Walk has shown  me that 

I will never be alone because God 

is always with me. He loves me 

unconditionally. I was lost, but 

now Iôm found. Amazing Grace! 

   



Congratulations to Jon & Amy 

(Brewer) Murray.  They were 

married in October and now 

reside in Bloomington. 

 

SVHS Academic 
Excellence Award 

Winners from Salem 
Church include:   

Caleb Arehart, Sherry Link, 

Ashley Mack, Allie Milam, 

Kailyn McCullough & Dylan 

Vrzina.  Teachers from 

Salem honored at this event  

included  Dawn Short & 

Dorothy Myers. 

        Annual Church Thanksgiving Dinner 
 

Salem served as host church this year to members of Bethlehem, 

Bono, Wayside & guests from Linebarger UMC. Approximately 

100 attended.   A wonderful meal was provided and everyone en-

joyed entertainment by the ñThe Grey Beardsò, a band from Clay 

County.  Thanks to all who made this evening a success! 

Jon Bose & Erin Clifford will 

graduate from ISU in December. 

They have another very important 

date in March of 2009!   
Salemôs Bible Study Group (Pictured 

Left) recently met at the Hurlow home 

for a meal to celebrate the beginning of 

the holiday season.  The Bible Study 

Group meets every Tuesday at 7:00 

p.m. at the church.  Be sure to sign up 

for the Bible Study Group Christmas 

dinner on Dec. 9 at the Iron Skillet.  

All are invited.  Contact Linda Clark 

with questions at 765-832-3103. 


